
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE MUSICAL TIMES.— August 1, 1868. 



485 



after passing through the most exquisite modulations, is 
brought toa close by the same iterated horn notes heardat the 
opening — the descent of the curtain in the same mysterious 
manner — all these combine to produce an effect asoriginal as 
it is beautiful. What,then,isthereasonweshouldbedenied 
this pleasure in our own country? It has been said that the 
Opera is too long to be performed in its entirety. This I deny. 
In Paris the performance seldom commenced much before 
half-past eight, and was always over by a quarter to twelve; 
and this with very liberal intervals between the acts. But 
I now come to the second part of my question. How is it 
that on this occasion the chorus was all out of time — heaven 
knows it is little enough they had to do — and how is it 
that their general tone is so bad? To this I fear, Mr. Editor, 
nothing can be urged in extenuation. I now arrive at my 
last question. When will the members of the orchestra, 
which has been put forward as the finest in Europe, 
begin to consider that reading music, and producing what 
is called a fine tone, is not the only test of a real musician, 
and that in rendering great works, such things as delicacy 
and refinement should find a place ? 

I might have enquired why the part of Stephano should 
have been placed in such incompetent hands ; also, why the 
gentleman who plays the triangle considers it necessary to 
produce an effect only equalled, in my mind, by the sudden 
upsetting of the entire system of fire-irons ; but I hope 
enough has been said to ventilate the matter, and to show 
that such a state of things does exist. Should you, Mr. 
Editor,or any of your subscribers, feel disposed to throw any 
light upon the subject, I cannot but think it would be con- 
ferring a benefit upon an important branch of Musical Art 

I am, Sir, yours, &c, 

Y. 



TO THE EDITOB OP THE MUSICAL HUES. 

Deak Sir, — I noticed with pleasure your remarks in 
this month's issue, relative to the altering of some of the 
songs in the Messiah to other voices than was the intention 
of Handel. 

Another song, which is sung sometimes by tenor and 
sometimes by treble, is, " But thou didst not." How is 
it that an artist of Mr. Costa's position should sanction 
the singing of this song by a tenor voice, as at both last 
Birmingham and Handel Festivals ? 

Yours, faithfully, 
July, 18G8. Pianist. 



Extract of a letter from the Baths of Landeck : — " We 
have had a performance here by Tyrolese singers in 
costume. There were three women and three men ; one 
of the latter played the Zither" (probably a derivation of 
the Latin Oithera, a harp) " and the other a sort of guitar. 
The sounds were most melodious and sweet, and in perfect 
tune. They sang some characteristic songs together in 
good harmony. There were some dramatic breaks at 
first ; they suddenly stopped, and pointing to the other 
end of the Salon, exclaimed, (in German) ' look there ! ' 
All the audience, taken by surprise, turned, of course. 
It was a joke ; only that, as it happened, two rather big 
children, dressed in white, were standing on a sofa, placed 
there I suppose by their parents to see better ; it might 
have been supposed that they were thus placed en evidence, 
to be the attraction, so everybody laughed. He who 
played the Zither, pretended to snore, and the others 
slapped him on the back, asking him how he could fall 
asleep, and then they resumed their song. There was 
the curious jodelling mixed with it, and one of the women 
went to another part of the building, in one song, and 
replied to the jodelling in the distance. The Zither had 
only two strings of iron, and I suppose the tone is pro- 
duced by lengthening or shortening them. It was played 
afterwards with a bow, and sent forth a peculiar, clearly 
ringing sound, like a bell. It is susceptible of a certain 
mournfulness in quality. Most national instruments and 
songs strike one with that mingling of gaiety and sadness. 



The performer must have been clever, for his rapid and 
chromatic passages were clear, sweet, and in perfect tune. 
He also played on a curious wooden instrument with two 
sticks, sort of round tubes, laid on the table. The enter- 
tainment was, altogether, most interesting to me. 

At a second performance, there was a curious dramatic 
song, called ' A quarrel between a landlord and his guests,' 
in which the bass singer, who has a fine voice, slowly 
ascended from a deep note, a chromatic passage to a roar of 
anger ; then the others laughed, and all joined in chorus 
of animated dispute. It was a very good quintet. At 
the close the}' gave a favourite animal quartet. They 
had on masks of a cat, a hen, a dog, and a pig ; and the 
Zither accompanyist had on a monkey's mask. In 
imitating the animals very good harmony was preserved. 
The dog was the foremost. When he lifted his head and 
howled one of those despairing howls, he modulated very 
agreeably into another key. It was altogether a clever 
performance." 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

*„.* Notices of concerts, and other information supplied by our 
friends in the country, must be forwarded as early as 
possible after the occurrence ; otherwise they cannot be 
inserted. Our correspondents must specifically denote 
the date of each concert, for without such date no notice 
can be taken of the performance. 

We beg to remind our correspondents that all notices of coun- 
try concerts, vihether written or extracted from news- 
papers, must be accompanied by the name and address of 
the person who sends them. 

Our correspondents will greatly oblige by writing all nanus 
as clearly as possible, as we cannot be responsible for 
any mistakes which may occur. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies 

Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment {in advance) 
is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the 
Subscription is not renewed. We again remind those 
who are disappointed in obtaining back numbers that, 
although the music pages are always stereotyped, only 
a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed 
to supply the current sale. 

E. W. Benton. — Our correspondent will not •' get above Ef 
imless he studies singing under a good master. Reading 
vocal music is, to a certain extent, a matter of practice ; 
but the student should learn to sing intervals by him- 
self; as inexperienced vocalists are apt to be insensibly 
led by those around them. 

J. H. — Original musical compositions can only be sold bf 
submitting them, for approval, to a publisher ; but we 
cannot name any particular firm. 

A. D. Keate. — We have repeatedly said that ice cannot 
give opinions on the merits of M. S. musical compo- 
sitions. 

J. J. Holden. — We have been compelled to defer the consi- 
deration of our correspondent's communication until 
next month. 



Brief J&ummarg of Countrg fletos. 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions 
expressed in this Summary; as all the notices are either 
collated from the local papers, or supplied to us by occasional 
correspondents. 

Beatjmabis. — On Monday, the 6th ult., Mr. T. 
S. Binns gave an Evening Concert, in the Town Hall, 
before a large audience. The principal vocalists were, 
soprano, Miss Bellis, tenor, Mr. Griffith, basses, Messrs, 
Howgate, Rowland, and D. Jones, assisted by some of the 
members of the Beaumaris Choral Society. Instrument- 
alists, the band of the Royal Anglesey Light Infantry- 
Militia, solo pianist, H. Walker, Esq., organist of St. 



450 



THE MUSICAL TIMES.— Arers-r 1, 1868. 



Luke's Church, Cheetham Hill, and of the Free Trade 
HaB, Manchester. Conductor, Mr. T. S. Binne, organist 
and choir-master of St. Mary's Church, Beaumaris. The 
programme, which was well selected, was rendered in 
an excellent manner ; the glees and choruses, especially 
receiving much applause. 

Bttegh-le-Maksii. — The Fourth Annual 
Festival of Parochial Choirs for the Eastern parts of 
Mid Lincolnshire, was held in the Parish Church, on 
Thursday, the 9th ult. The choirs marched in proces- 
sion, headed by their respective banners, from the Vicar- 
age Field to the Church. The Service was full choral, 
prayers being intoned by the Rev. J. Spawforth. The 
preces and responses were those in use at Exeter. The 
following choirs, numbering 289 voices, assisted : Burgh 
and Winthorpe, Croft, Friskney, Frisby and Steeping, 
Magna Gunby and Welton, Hogsthorpe, Hundleby. West 
Keal ; Orby, South Ormsby, Partney, Spilsby, Wainlleet, 
All Saints, and Wainfieet St. Mary's. Processional hymn, 
"Hark, the sound of Holy voices" (James Langran); 
Psalms 47th and 4Sth were sung to a single chant by the 
Rev. W. Tucker: and the 49th to a double chant from 
Magdalen College ; Magnificat was sung to a single chant, 
by S. Gee ; Deus Miserea'ur to a single chant, by — Dyce. 
Anthem, " I was glad when they said unto me," Psalm 
122, v. 1-5-6-7 (Dr. G. J. Elvey). Hymn, before the 
Sermon, " The Lord will come, the earth shall quake," 
(Rev. J. B. Dykes). Hymn after the Sermon, " Wake, 
awake, for night is flying" (Philippe Nicolai). The Ser- 
vice was generally well rendered throughout ; and great 
credit is due to Mr. Wakelin, for the very efficient manner 
in which he has trained the choirs composing this Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Wakelin presided at the organ; and Mr. 
Day, of Spilsby, rendered the trumpet parts with much 
effect. The church was crowded ; and many persons 
were unable to gain admittance. 

Dumfries. — The Annual Summer Concert of 
the Dumfries and Maxwelltown Choral Society, was given 
on Tuesday evening, the 23rd June, in the Mechanics' 
HaU ; and was attended by a fashionable audience. The 
soloists were Miss Maria O'Connor, Miss Barbara McEwen, 
Mr. David Ewart and Mr. W. Houston, who rendered 
several songs in excellent style, and gained much applause. 
The band (in aid of which the Concert was given) per- 
formed with admirable effect the Overture to the Caliph 
ef Bagdad, and two selections of Scotch airs. Mr. Frederick 
Niecks, leader of the band (who has lately come to Dum- 
fries, from Dusseldorf), gave a solo on the violin, which 
was most deservedly successful. The choruses were 
Midler's " May Day," Gounod's " Soldiers' Chorus," and 
Spofforth's "Hail, smiling morn." Mr. Gooden conducted, 
and Mr. Hirst was aceompanyist. A performance of the 
Messiah is intended to be given about November next. 

Eccles. — The sixth annual Festival of the 
Eccles Choral Union was held on Saturday, the 27th 
June. The united choirs numbered 420 : — trebles, 246 
altos, .58 ; tenors, 63 ; basses, 58. Of these 164 were 
surpliced, and joined in the procession. The several choirs 
assembled in an adjacent shed, and went in procession to 
the church, singing a processional hymn. First came the 
sopranos, followed by the altos, tenors, and basses. The 
hymn " Brightly gleams our banner," was commenced by 
the trebles as "they passed through the portals of the 
Church, and the refrain was taken up by the other singers 
as they followed, the effect being very impressive. The 
service was intoned by the Rev. W. Crane, of Man- 
chester Cathedral ; the first lesson was read by the Rev. 
J. Herbert, and the second lesson by the Rev. T. A. Mor- 
ley. The choral portion of the service was under the able 
leadership of Mr. J. Meadowcroft, who in an undemonstra- 
tive, but very effective, manner, directed the numerous 
choirs through the somewhat intricate pieces they had to 
sing. These pieces included Dr. Hayes's Cantate, and an 
Anthem by J. L. Hatton, " I will praise Thee with my 
whole heart." 



Egham. — The Choral Union Festival, held 
here on the 25th June, was highly successful. The total 
number of voices present was 210. The choirmaster, or 
conductor of the Union, is Mr. VV. H. Sangster, organist 
of Weybridge Church, but illness unfortunately obliging 
him to withdraw from any active part in the preparations 
for the festival, Mr. Garrett, organist of Egham, under- 
took the office, and in every respect proved himself fully 
capable of sustaining so responsible a post. The prayers 
for the day were admirably intoned by the Rev. Philip 
Bartlett, curate of Weybridge. The psalms were those for 
the 30th day of the month, 144th (Turner), 145th (Norris), 
146th (Hayes), and the" pointing" of these and the canticles 
was from " Monk and Ouseley's Psalter." The Te Deum, 
(W. H. Sangster), was well sung. The Anthem for the 
morning was taken from Isaiah 49 — 23rd, " Praise the 
Lord, O Jerusalem " (Jeremiah Clark). In one or two 
cases the inner parts had been slightly altered, not how- 
ever, with the view of improving the original score, but 
of adapting it to the occasion. The hymn, " O Paradise " 
(Mehul), was admirably rendered; the clear young voices 
of the boys contrasting well with the deeper, stronger 
tone of the men's, in the 4th and 5th verses. The Kyrie 
taken from " Mercer's Psalter." The hymn 
immediately before the Sermon, " Hark ! the sound of 
Holy voices" (James Langran), was excellently sung. 
On the conclusion of the Sermon, came the fine hymn by 
Dr. Monsell, " Jerusalem the holy " (admirably set to 
music by Mr. W. H. Sangster, the choirmaster), and the 
offertory hymn, composed for the occasion by Mr. Redhead , 
was also highly effective. 

Haeeogate. — Ko week passes without several 
works of interest being presented to the notice of the 
frequenters of the Chalybeate Spa Concert Rooms. The 
perfect precision of Mr. Julian Adams' band, makes every 
programme particularly attractive to the numerous 
musical visitors. Amongst the solo performances we may 
mention in particular the brilliant variations on the cornet 
by Mr. Harley (principal cornet), and the violin solos by 
Mr. Ues ; also a very finely executed fantasia on the harp, 
by Mr. Blamphin, which was highly appreciated. In 
addition to these, solos were given on the iiute, clarionet, 
and bassoon, by Messrs. Triggs, C. Newmans, and H. 
Tull, all excellent performers on their respective instru- 
ments. The vocalist has been Miss Phillis Glover, whose 
engagement, we regret to say, has now terminated. 

KiKDEBJiureTEE. — A Concert was given in the 
Music Hall, on Wednesday evening, the 1st ult., by mem- 
bers of the Choral Society, their first public appearance 
since the re-organisation of the Society. The pieces se- 
lected for performance were the first and second parts of 
the Messiah, and selections from Haydn's Seasons and 
Creation. Mr. Fitzgerald conducted in an able man- 
ner ; and owing to the absence of a gentleman who was 
to have taken the tenor solos, he undertook one of them 
himself; and a pupil of his, Mr. William Deacon, gave 
some of the others very creditably, one or two being 
necessarily omitted. The other solo parts were sung 
by Miss Clara Wight (soprano), Mrs. Heywood (con- 
tralto), and Mr. Muston (basso). The band was led by 
Mr. S. Taylor. The Concert passed off very successfully ; 
and there will be a surplus of about £15, which the So- 
ciety gives to the fund for the decoration of the Music 
Hall. The band and chorus numbered about eighty per- 
formers. 

Kiekstall, neae Leeds. — The Second Annual 
Festival of the Otley Choral Union was held in St. Ste- 
phen's Church, on Thursday, the 16th ult. A procession 
having been formed, the choirs and clergy entered the 
church a few minutes after seven o'clock, singing the 
Hymn, " To God, ye choir above, begin," from Sir R. 
Palmer's Book of Praise to " Tallis' Ordinal." This, as 
well as the Recessional Hymn, "Jerusalem, my happy 
home," to Farrant, went remarkably well. The whole 
of the music was sung with great steadiness and precision ; 
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tlis chanting of the psalms, especially, showing that no 
pains had been spared, either on the part of the choir- 
master or choirs, to overcome the difficulties of this 
most difficult part of the Church Service. Bishop Heber's 
Trinity Hymn, to Dr. Dykes' Tune, " Niccea," and eight 
verses of Keble's Evening Hymn, to the " Old Ten Com- 
mandments' Tune," were sung very accurately, according 
to the musical marks of expression printed with the 
words. The boys, at one time a little unsteady in the 
first and second treble of Dr. Croft's by no means easy 
Anthem, " Cry aloud, and shout," recovered themselves 
almost immediately, and took up the various points of 
entrance in the fugue in a very praiseworthy manner. The 
whole was a decided step in advance of last year ; and we 
hope the earnest of a still further progress. The prayers 
were intoned by the Rev. J. A. Seaton, curate of Hors- 
forth ; and the sermon was preached by the Rev. T. B. 
Eerris, rector of Guiseley. Mr. Wm. Stables, organist of 
Kirkstall church, and choir-master to the Union, to whose 
exertions the success of the festival is in a great measure 
due, conducted. Mr. Brown, organist of Otley Parish 
Church, presided at the organ. The eight choirs included 
in the Union, some from agricultural villages, numbered 
103 voices. 

Oxfoed. — An Exercise for the degree of Mus . 
Bac., composed by Mr. John Abram, of New College, wa 
performed in the Music School, on the 23rd June, in the 
presence of the Vice- Chancellor and Dr. Corfe. The 
exercise was entitled, " Jerusalem, the City of God," and 
consisted of an overture, a tenor and bass air, a quintet, a 
duet, two chorales, and four choruses. It is said to he a 
work of much merit. Mr. Abram is organist of Wantage 
and the choir from that place took part in the exercise 

On Friday the 10th ult., the performance of an 

exercise for the degree of Doctor in Music, by James 
Christopher Marks, Mus. Bac. (of Magdalen Hall, and 
organist of Cork Cathedral), took place in the Shel- 
donian Theatre. The exercise, we are informed, forms 
part of an Oratorio called Gideon; and was received 
throughout with frequent and hearty applause. A double 
chorus in eight real parts, several effective solos, and the 
concluding double chorus and fugue, are especially praised 
in the local papers. The band consisted of stringed 
instruments, led by Mr. Henniker, supplemented by the 
Harmonium, at which the composer presided. 

Philadelphia, U.S. — Mr. James Pearce, 
Mus. Bac, Oxon., gave his usual Organ Concert at 
Boston this Summer, and then sailed for England to spend 
his vacation. 

Towcestee. — A Special Meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Towcester Vocal Association was held in the 
National School, on Thursday, the 2nd ult., for the pur- 
pose of presenting a testimonial to the conductor, Mr. 
William Simmonds. The testimonial consisted of a very- 
handsome ivory baton, (silver-mounted and suitably in- 
scribed) manufactured specially for the members, by 
Mr. George Butler, of the Haymarket, London. The 
Secretary, B. W. Watlrins, Esq., in presenting it, spoke 
in the warmest terms, and in the most kindly manner, of 
the exertions made by Mr. Simmonds on behalf of the 
Society, during the past four seasons : and traced the pro- 
gress of the Association from humble beginnings to the 
performance of two oratorios during the past season. 
Mr. Simmonds, in reply, begged the members to accept 
his most earnest thanks for their very handsome present ; 
and observed, with reference to the success of the Asso- 
ciation, that it must always depend, as it had done 
hitherto, upon the hearty co-operation afforded him by 
the members themselves. 

"Windsor. — The Festival of the Choirs of the 
Deaneries of Burnham and Maidenhead, was held on the 
9th ult., in the Church of the Holy Trinity. The Rev. 
E. Tapsfield intoned the service, Mr. J. F. Bridge, Mus. 
Bac. Oxon, presided at the organ, and Mr. H. Barnby, of 



St. George's Chapel Royal, was conductor. The choirs 
numbered 600 voices. The Morning Service commenced 
by singing a hymn, " Christ is our corner stone," (Handel). 
The Preces (Tallis), Venite in G (J. Turle), Psalms, Chants 
A and D (J. Hopkins), Te Deum in C (Woodward) and 
Turle, in F; genedictus in G (W. Morgan); Anthem, 
" Worthy is the Lamb" (Handel) : Hymn before sermon, 
" Hark, the sound of Holy voices" (J. Langran). Evening 
Service, Anthem, " Arise, ye people, clap your hands " 
(Dr. W. Hayes) ; Preces as in Morning Service : Psalms, 
Magnificat, Nunc dimittis, to Gregorian music ; Anthem, 
" Hallelujah, to the Father" (Beethoven). Hymn before 
offertory, " Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty" (John 
Hopkins). Hymn after offertory, "Rejoice to-day with 
one accord" (Mendelssohn); Hymn, " Sun of my soul " 
(J. F. Bridge), " Sing Alleluia forth in duteous praise" 
(J. Barnby). By request, the morning anthem was re- 
peated. In the evening, an excellent selection of part- 
music was sung in St. Mark's School-Boom. 



Organ Appointments, Ac. — Mr. John C. 
Ward, Organist of Christ Church, Hampstead, to Quebec 

Chapel. Mr. H. G. Gilmore to Portland Cathedral, 

Maine, U.S. Mr. J. Smart, Organist and Choirmaster 

to the Parish Church, Newport, Salop. Mr. J. F. 

Goodban, A.R.A.M., to the Church of St. John the Evan- 
gelist, Paddington. Mr. Alfred Cox, to St., Stephen's, 

Clapham Park. Mr. Roger Manthorp, late Organist of 

St. Runwald's, to St Leonard's, Colchester. Mr T. J. 

Chignell to St. Runwald's, Colchester. Mr. William 

Sowman to St. James, Colchester. 



THE ENGLISH GLEE UNION, Messrs. H, 
Ashton, C. Phillips, C. Clagett, and J. Rudkin. For terms, 
address Mr. J. Rudkin, 122, Culford-road, N. 



HIBERNIAN CATCH CLUB.— A PRIZE OF 
TEN GUINEAS is offered by this Club for an Original Glee, 
subject to the following 

Regulations:* 

1. Each Competitor to send in but one Glee, the words and style 
of which are left to his own selection. 

2. Each Competitor to send to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Club, on or before November 1st, 18G3. two scores of the Glee (clearly 
copied), aud a copy of the words to print from. 

3. Each composition to be marked with a Motto — the same Motto 
to be on the copy of words, the scores, and upon a sealed envelope 
containing the Composer's name and address. 

4. Nothing sent to the Honorary Secretary to he in the Com- 
posers handwriting. 

5. Any Competitor directly or indirectly canvassing the members 
so as to intluence their decision, will be disqualified from gaining 
the prize. 

(>. The successful Glee to become the property of the Club. 

The Glees to be performed at a meeting of the Club as early as 
possible in the season, and the members then present will decide by 
ballot which composition shall have the prize. After the decision, 
the envelope belonging to the successful Glee will be opened, and 
the Composer's name declared. All the other envelopes will bft 
destroyed unopened, and the Honorary Secretary will be requested 
not to disclose the nauoe3 of such unsuccessful Competitors as may 
apply to him for their manuscripts. 

By order, Henry Bussell, Hon. Secretary. 
7, Westmoreland Street, Dublin, 9th June, 1S68. 

■» The Regulations previously issued are cancelled. 



MK. 1\ LUCAS, Music Sellers' Accountant, 
26, Maddox-street, W. — All matters in connexion with the 
Trade, whether Pax*tnerships, Transfer of Business, or other 
arrangements, promptly carried out. 



u The best system for saying the Psalms in English which has yet 
appeared, as well as the easiest." — Letter to the Editor. 

FUEL CHANT. — Cadences for the Congregational 
Recitation of the Psalms without "pointing" marks, by aid 
of the Prayer-Book colons alone. By John Crowwt. Novello, 
Ewer and Co. Price Is.; by post, 13d. Canticles, 6d. 



Just published. 

NO. 2 of "A SERIES OE MODERN KYRIES, 
HYMN TUNES, CHANTS, &c." Edited by R. Bhowh- 
Borthwick. No. 2 contains two Kyries by C. G. Vekrikdek, 
Mua. Bac, Oxon., and K. Brown-Bokthwick. Price 3d. 
Novello, Ewer and Co. 



HE LEADING BEVIEW in the August Number 

of the CHOIRMASTER is " The Anglican Hymnal." 3d., or 
4 stamps.— 5, Burleigh-street, Strand. 



